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P•geTwelve THE CLASSMATE DECEMBER 1967 - JANUARY, 1968 
Homecoming for the Admiral's Lady 
Despite the upheaval o( moving into new 
quarters, and surrounded by boxes bristl-
ing to be unpacked, Mrs. Robert W . Mc-
Nitt, wife of the new Superintendent of the 
Postgraduate School, still managed to find 
a few quiet moments for an interview, in 
order that the Navy wives will know a 
little about her. 
Mrs. McNitt, the former Barbara Mac-
}lurray, comes from a family that is fourth 
generation San Franciscan. Her ancestors 
are English and Scottish, one of whom, 
named Isaac Allerton, sailed from Eng-
land in the Mayftower. Her oldest son 
James, aged 11, bears Allerton as his mid-
dle name. 
1lrs. McNitt majored in music at Fres-
no State and later continued her studies 
in San Francisco-she is an accomplished 
cellist though now the very busy life she 
leads leaves her little time to play. The 
last time this fact was published she was 
deluged with offers from people who 
needed a cellist for their string quartets, 
which of course she was unable to accept. 
Mrs. McNitt worked for Standard Oil 
Co. in San Francisco for a while and there 
met her husband-to-be while he was exec-
utive officer of the submarine "Barb." 
Adm. and Mrs. McNitt have been sta-
tioned in many interesting places, includ-
ing the islands of Hawaii and Malta. On 
Malta, Admiral McNitt was the National 
Representative for America on the NA TO 
staff. As this English speaking island in 
the Mediterranean is so conveniently Jo-
Ladies 
Mrs McN tt and Katy in the·r new home. 
cated, it offered many opportunities for 
travel. 
James and Robbie (8 !1;) ) attended the 
British Army school in Malta and both 
soon sported British accents-in fact, Rob-
bie's tended to sound more Scottish. The 
1lcNitts had made fr iends with many 
English and Scottish people on the island 
and had made a hohhy out of Scottish 
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dancing. One day when the teacher in 
Robbie's class asked what day of spec:ial 
significance it was, Robbie, as an Ameri-
can, was the only one who knew it was 
St. Andrew's day (the Patron Saint of 
Scotland) and the only one who knew 
what a haggis is. (Webster's Dictionary 
definition of this national Scottish dish 
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the heart, liver and lungs of a sheep or calf, 
and boiled in the stomach of the animal.") 
\Vhile on Malta, James joined a cruise 
of the Mediterranean, especially arranged 
for British school children on a chartered 
ship. Mrs. McNitt was able to accompany 
him and visited many countries of inter-
est, including Turkey and Greece. 
The two younger children of the Mc-
Nitt 's ha\'en't been mentioned yet- there 
is a third son, Douglas, aged 2!1t and a 
bouncing bahy girl of seven months with 
very dark hair and hlue eyes called Katy. 
The two older boys will attend the La 
!lfesa School. They are both keen riders, 
something they learned on ~Calta, and they 
lo\•e to ski. 
The McNitt's also visited England last 
fall am! took their children to the usual 
places: London Tower, Buckingham Pal-
ace, etc. They stayed in Oxford for two 
weeks while Admiral McNitt attended 
some lectures at St. John's College. They 
were all actually able to stay at the Col-
lege, an almost unheard of honor as this 
is an all-male college and few women have 
ever been allowed to enter this tradition-
steeped university. There they dined at 
massive antique tahles that have heen used 
by students since 1555. 
Despite all their tra vels, one of the 
fondest memories Mrs. McNitt has is of 
the time when Adm. McNitt was a student 
at the Postgraduate School when it was in 
Annapolis. 
Mrs. 1lr cNitt was especially pleased to 
come to the :Monterey Peninsula, as she 
knows this part of the world well. Her 
parents used to own a cottage in Carmel 
and she spent one winter there while her 
hushand was in Korea. She also stayed in 
Carmel when she was a music student in 
order to attend the Bach Festival and 
other musical functions. She hopes to take 
full advantage of Carmel cultural events 
while she is here. 
T his part of the world is certainly 
"home" to Mrs. McNitt and we wish her 




ALL NAVY PERSONNEL 
Come around to Holman's ... the 
bright blue bay way .. . where you 
will find a warm friendly welcome 
awaiting you. Holman's is a one-
stop shopping center with easy, 
CLOSE parking available always, 
just a step away from the door. 
It's been a tradition at Hol-
man's for 76 years to serve 
the community to the best 
of our ability. Come in 
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